Environmental

There were some wide-ranging issues brought forward during the consultation
process.

Recycling

The children at Peak Forest Primary School have undertaken some project work
about recycling. A paper bank has recently been installed in the car park of the
Reading Room. There is enthusiasm within the village to expand the current
recycling facilities and encourage more people to use them. However, the visual
impact of recycling banks need to be considered. For example, the paper bank has
caused concern to people who live close by and any further developments may meet
with resistance. Recycling banks need to be emptied regularly to prevent unsightly
dumping at the sites.

Opportunities for renewable energy such as wind power need to be discussed on a
parish and village basis. Whilst this may be controversial, such opportunities should
be investigated.

Improvement of Grass Verges

There is a staggered crossroads in the centre of the village and the grass verges at
these junctions are frequently damaged by vehicles mounting the kerbs. A
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programme of verge maintenance and enhancement has been suggested. This
could include things such as planting bulbs and trees. Dedicated areas for car
parking along some of the verges, which could be treated to prevent damage, for
example by installing eco-blocks, would alleviate the problems caused by vehicles
parking on the grass verges. However, if a proposed Pegasus Crossing scheme
goes ahead, the grass verges at the junctions could be lost completely.

Elsewhere within the village, it was felt that the grass verges should be maintained as
far as the speed limit signs on the outskirts of the village to emphasise the ‘built up
area’.

At the Chamber Knowle end of the village, the verge needs cutting back and

removing from the tarmac where it has grown over the edge of the pathway, causing
it to become very narrow thereby forcing people onto the road.
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Trees

There are clumps of woodland around the village and people would like to see the
existing tree cover maintained and new planting introduced to increase the planting
belts. Planting in some of the existing woodland is necessary to ensure its continued
presence as there are often no young trees or seedlings. It would also provide the
opportunity to introduce more native species and some diversity which is often
lacking. However stock-proofing will have to be considered to ensure the survival of
the new trees.

Tree planting could also include some ‘street planting’ both within the village and
along the roads approaching the village. Grants may be available from Peak Park or
DEFRA for new planting.

Footpaths and Bridleways

There are many footpaths and some bridleways around the village. The condition of
some of the footpaths and bridleways could be improved by better maintenance and
signposting. Some gates are a potential hazard due to being only hinged at one
point or badly hung.

Surface water and drainage

There has been a noticeable problem at certain times of the year with an
accumulation of surface water on low lying areas of land on the east side of Church
Lane and Damside Lane. This has occurred mainly during the autumn and winter
months following periods of heavy rainfall.

Historically this water would have drained naturally from Old Dam via an old culvert
under properties parallel to Church Lane in the direction of Hernstone Lane, under
the main road and under the recreation ground before passing southwards to Dam
Dale.

It is suspected that deterioration of the drainage system has occurred, due to a
combination of age, lack of maintenance and, possibly, also the influence of property
development in its vicinity. Much of the culvert now lies under privately-owned land.

Should this problem worsen, it will undoubtedly affect more properties in the area, the
recreation ground used by the school and any playground equipment. It is felt that
improvements to this natural watercourse are needed. It could be seen as an
opportunity for landscape, recreation and biodiversity, possibly attracting grants.
However, ownership and responsibility and maintenance liabilities are complicated
and it would require detailed consultation with the Environment Agency, Highway
Authority etc.

Dog Fouling
There is a lot of concern about the amount of dog fouling within the village. The main
problem areas have been identified as Church Lane and the recreation ground.

There are no dog fouling bins within the village and it is felt that the provision of bins,
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along with an awareness-raising campaign, would help to alleviate the problem.
Some ‘No Dog Fouling’ signs around the village may be a useful way forward.

Natural Development Space

Another suggestion that warrants some thought is the idea of an area dedicated as a
natural development space with perhaps some art form reflecting the village life, or a
water feature set up near one of the village pumps. There is a desire within the
village to restore the wells to their former glory.
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Well Dressing

A Well-Dressing ceremony is held every year during the Peak Forest Festival.
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Members of the community dress the wells with picture boards made from flower
petals pressed into clay.

The church organisers of the Rose Queen Parade are a main part of the well-
dressing ceremony which involves selected village schoolchildren to act as the Rose
Queen or her attendants. The costumes are generally tailored to suit each child.
Recently this dressmaking has been undertaken on a voluntary basis. As time
progresses, fewer people have the skills required to produce such costumes, which
may eventually need to be purchased.

Many of these suggested projects could be undertaken in partnership with the Peak
District National Park Authority, the National Trust, High Peak Borough Council and
the children at Peak Forest Primary School. The residents of Peak Forest are
anxious to maintain and develop the local environment.
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