Leisure & Environmental Services 
Talbot Road Scheme and Mitigation Response 
Overall, the proposed design and layout offers a number of positive benefits for future residents in terms of the provision of high-quality green infrastructure, play opportunities, active travel connections and improved movement throughout the site. 
· Green Spaces and Landscape Benefits
A significant feature of the scheme is the extent of green infrastructure and public open space which is being provided, incorporating landscape planting, ecological enhancements, sustainable drainage features and recreational areas. This creates a greener and more attractive residential environment while helping to retain the site's natural character.  The layout is proposing to retain existing trees and hedgerows where possible and introduces new tree planting, biodiversity areas, amenity spaces and a community allotment/orchard. These features will provide residents with opportunities for relaxation, recreation, food growing and engagement with nature, while enhancing biodiversity across the development. 
· Play and Recreation Opportunities
The development incorporates a range of play opportunities designed for different age groups and everyday use which include an equipped play area, natural play spaces integrated within the landscape and Informal "Play on the Way" features positioned throughout the site. This approach allows younger children to play close to home and encourages outdoor activity and social interaction, whilst ensuring play spaces are embedded into the wider green infrastructure network. 
· Active Travel and Sustainable Movement
The scheme also places a strong emphasis on walking and cycling including pedestrian and cycle links connecting to surrounding neighbourhoods, a 3-metre shared pedestrian/cycle route connecting to Talbot Road and new cycle connections and footways to support safe and convenient travel without the using the car.  These routes do encourage healthier lifestyles and improve connectivity between the development and local services, schools, public transport, surrounding communities and other local greenspaces.
· Improved Connectivity and Accessibility
The layout has been carefully designed around the site's topography and a street hierarchy which includes a "green street". This creates a clear network that helps residents move easily through the development.  The design also seeks to achieve inclusive and accessible routes, with gradients and circulation patterns developed to support people of all ages and abilities. This makes walking, cycling and everyday movement around the site more comfortable and convenient.  Properties are designed to overlook streets and open spaces, providing natural surveillance and creating a greater sense of safety within the greenspaces, play areas and pedestrian routes. This results in a visually attractive environment that encourages residents to spend time outdoors.
The revised layout delivers a well-connected and landscape-led development that combines extensive greenspace, varied play opportunities, strong active travel links and accessible movement routes. Together, these features are likely to enhance residents' health, wellbeing, recreation opportunities and quality of life while creating a distinctive and attractive place to live.

Mitigation Package 
The proposed mitigation package for the Talbot Road development site is positive and will no doubt be of benefit to the local community.
· The implementation of the PitchPower recommendations (as set out in CD14.3) to improve the quality of the top field at the Glossopdale Community School site.
There is growing demand for junior level football and the improvements to both 9 v9 pitches will contribute significantly towards this as well as grassroots football.  It will be a benefit to both the school and the local community and enable local clubs to deliver more opportunities for players of all abilities. 
· The provision of a new rugby pitch at the Glossopdale Community School site, including associated drainage works, surface improvements and equipment.
Glossop RUFC faces significant challenges for accessing sufficient pitch capacity for training and match play. This means that the two existing pitches have to be managed carefully. A new turf pitch would significantly improve this situation, helping to alleviate overplay, and would contribute to the development of rugby locally, providing increased opportunities for young people to get involved in the sport.
· The provision of a new community MUGA at Fauvel Road.
This is the subject of a separate planning application, and we are working with the applicant on assessing the implications of this proposal.

Additionally, the inclusion of an off-site financial contribution through the Section 106 Agreement towards improvements to the grass pitch provision at Cemetery Road Football Hub is also a welcomed benefit of the proposal. When considered as a whole, these improvements will enhance the quality and capacity of local playing facilities, support increased participation and help to meet existing and future demand for grassroots football and rugby across the Glossop area, as well as improved community facilities.
